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True West
by R.M. Davis
True west is far as eye can see, 
ten miles at least 
from rise to rise.
Trees, if any, in the dips and bends 
where water flows but rarely, 
or gathered as a sign 
of human intervention.
Hawks. Roadrunners.
Crows will do.
Few buzzards — 
death, like life, is rare.
Speech is sparse and pointed, 
salted with Spanish: 
arroyo, canyon, chapparal, mesquite, 
yucca, mesa, pinyon, juniper.
Stetsons outnumber gimmie caps. 
Skin more brown than red.
Lips and cheeks are lean.
Eyes slit against sun and distance.
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